The Holeman Lounge of the National Press Club in Washington DC was on December 8, 2010 the focal point of great pride to ECS. Long-time member and past president (1985-1986) of ECS, Richard C. Alkire, received from the Federation of Materials Societies the prestigious National Materials Advancement Award. He shared the honor this year with another recipient, Dr. Diran Apelian from Worchester Polytechnic Institute.   

The National Materials Advancement Award recognizes individuals who have demonstrated outstanding capabilities and contributions in advancing the multidisciplinary field of materials science and engineering, the effective and economic use of materials in the market place, and the application of materials developments to national problems and defense, and the development and implementation of national policy, which furthers the impact of materials science and engineering on our society. 

Richard Alkire is a professor emeritus at the Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering department at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. He received the award in particular in recognition of his imaginative pioneering work in the field of electrochemical engineering, especially in bridging the gap between fundamental science and applications, for his administrative leadership and for his extraordinary mentoring accomplishments. Richard Alkire, a Ph.D. recipient from the University of California at Berkeley, has led the electrochemical engineering field in numerical simulations and experimental verification of behavior in complicated electrochemical systems for forty years and he is particularly known for fundamental investigations of electrical current and potential distribution phenomena. He was also first to introduce finite element analysis to electrochemical applications. He served on many national committees helping the policymakers understand the importance of electrochemical processes and devices. He was founding Chair of the Chemical Sciences Roundtable, which enhances understanding of chemical sciences and technologies, which directly affect government. In his home state of Illinois he has served on the Governor’s Science Advisory Committee and on the Board of Directors of the Department of Natural Resources. 

Richard Alkire is joining a fine roster of accomplished individuals, of whom anly a few were members of ECS:

Dr. Paul C. Maxwell, Science Consultant to the US House of Representatives Committee on Science (1985)

Dr. John B. Wachtman, Jr., Director of the Center for Ceramics Research at Rutgers University (1986)

Dr. William O. Baker, retired Chairman of the Board of AT&T Bell Laboratories (1987)

Dr. Morris Cohen, Institute Professor Emeritus, MIT (1988) [ECS Member]

Dr. Allen G. Gray, Technical Director Emeritus, ASM International (1989)

Dr. Klaus M. Zwilsky, Director of the National Materials Advisory Board (1990)

Dr. Rustum Roy, Director of the Materials Education Council (1991)

Rep. George E. Brown, Jr., Chairman of the House Science, Space and Technology Committee (1992)

Dr. Lyle H. Schwartz, Director of the Materials Science and Engineering Laboratory at the National Institute of Standards and Technology (1993) [ECS Member]

Dr. Nathan E. Promisel, retired Director of the National Materials Advisory Board (1994)

Dr. Peter R. Bridenbaugh, Executive Vice President-Automotive, ALCOA (1995)

Dr. Mary L. Good, Under Secretary of Commerce (1996)

Dr. Arden L. Bement, Jr., NIST, (1997) Presently Director NSF

Dr. Robert Baboian, retired Fellow of Texas Instruments (1998) [ECS Member]

Dr. Merton C. Flemings, Toyota Professor, MIT (1999)

Dr. Mildred S. Dresselhaus, Director, Office of Science, US Department of Energy (2000)

Dr. Bhakta B. Rath, Associate Director of the Naval Research Laboratory (2001)

Dr. Jerry M. Woodall, D. Baldwin Sawyer Professor at Yale University (2002) [ECS Member]

Dr. John H. Hopps, Jr., US DoD (2003)

Dr. James B. Roberto, Deputy Director, Oak Ridge National Laboratory (2004)

Dr. Alton D. Roming, Jr. Senior Vice President of Sandia National Laboratories (2005)

Dr. Leo Christodoulou, program manager (DARPA) (2006)

Dr. Mihail C. Roco, founding Chair of the National Science and Technology Council’s subcommittee on Nanoscale Science, Engineering and Technology (NSET) (2007)

Dr. Siegfried Hecker, Co-Director of the Center for International Security and Emeritus Director of Los Alamos National Laboratory (2008) [ECS Member]

Dr. Jeffrey Wadsworth, Batelle (2009)

Dr. Richard C. Alkire, Emeritus Professor, past Vice Chancellor for Research, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign (2010) [ECS Member]

and Dr. Diran Apelian, Howmet Professor of Mechanical Engineering, Worchester Polytechnic Institute (2010)
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