
DEADLINE EXTENDED until March 31st  

 Ensure Economic Vitality & National Competitiveness: 
  

Invest in the National Science Foundation  
  

  

Dear Colleague: 

  We invite you to join us in signing the attached letter requesting that the Science, 
State, Justice and Commerce appropriations subcommittee make the National Science 
Foundation (NSF) a priority as it deliberates the FY 2007 budget. 

We believe that the National Science Foundation (NSF) should be funded at the 
President's request of $6.02 billion in the FY 2007 budget, and hope that you will join us 
in asking for support. 

  To sign the letter, or for answers to any questions, please contact Julia Warner in 
Rep. Ehlers' office (x53831) or Deborah Koolbeck in Rep. Holt's office (x55801).   
Deadline for signatures is March 31, 2006. 

 Sincerely,  

  

/s Vernon J. Ehlers                                                                    /s Rush Holt 

Member of Congress                                                                Member of Congress 

  

  

/s Bob Inglis                                                                             /s Dan Lipinski 

Member of Congress                                                                Member of Congress 

  

  



  

The Honorable Frank Wolf  

Chairman 

Subcommittee on Science, State, Justice and Commerce  

H-309 Capitol 

Washington, DC 20515 

  

The Honorable Alan Mollohan 

Ranking Member 

Subcommittee on Science, State, Justice and Commerce  

H-309 Capitol 

Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Chairman Wolf and Ranking Member Mollohan: 

   Thank you very much for your leadership in increasing federal funding for basic science 
research. As supporters of scientific research and education, we respectfully ask that you make 
the National Science Foundation (NSF) funding a priority again and provide $6.02 billion in your 
fiscal year 2007 Science, State, Justice and Commerce (SSJC) Subcommittee appropriations 
legislation.  This is the level requested by the President's budget.  

  In previous years, we have made a similar bipartisan request along with many of our 
colleagues, seeking increased funding for an agency that has suffered budget stagnation and 
even a budget cut in fiscal year 2005.  This year, however, we are heartened that the budget 
request for the NSF includes a substantial increase for the "high-leverage fields of physical 
sciences and engineering" as part of the proposed American Competitiveness Initiative (ACI). This 
boost in funding would allow for new innovative technologies to be developed by NSF scientists 
and engineers. While we lament that in previous years we fell far short of the authorized levels of 
funding for NSF, we believe that meeting the President's request for NSF in fiscal year 2007 
represents the first year of a ten-year commitment to the doubling of the NSF budget.   

  The proposed ACI focuses funding on scientific research and facilities at NSF that fuel 
innovation. Clearly the government plays a role in innovation, as two-thirds of U.S. patents cite 
federal funding as their source of support. Federally funded basic research has cultivated 
groundbreaking technologies, such as magnetic resonance imaging (MRI), global positioning 
systems (GPS), human genome mapping, lasers, fiber optics and many, many more. NSF 
research supports technologies that are later applied by other agencies, ranging from Doppler 
radar, which has saved many lives through accurate weather forecasts, to laser-guided weapons, 
which have revolutionized combat. Recently, NSF has pioneered cutting-edge research in 
cyberinfrastructure, the information technology-based infrastructure increasingly essential to 



science and engineering leadership in the 21st Century.  As other nations are significantly 
increasing their funding of basic research, the U.S. must recognize that leadership in science and 
technology is not something we can take for granted.   

            NSF is also a key supporter of Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics 
(STEM) education. Now, more than ever, we must invest in our children's education to develop 
their talent, ensure their success, and maintain the quality of our workforce and economic 
strength. NSF, with its expertise in merit-review awards, is uniquely positioned to contribute to 
math and science education and directly impact our nation's competitiveness. Elementary, middle- 
and high-school students participating in the NSF Math and Science Partnership (MSP) program 
showed significant improvements in mathematics proficiency test scores, according to a first 
analysis of results. NSF education endeavors are complementary to those of the Department of 
Education, as NSF research provides the foundation for much of the applications promoted by the 
Department of Education. In the words of Craig Barrett, the Chairman of the Intel Corporation, "If 
you look at the driving forces for today's economy, it happens to be the high-tech area. You can't 
be successful in those fields if you don't have a workforce that understands mathematics and 
science." We strongly support the educational mission of the NSF, and request that if it is possible 
to devote any additional funds from other agency portions of your allocation, they would be added 
to the President's request for the education directorate (EHR) of NSF.  

   We recognize this significant increase is requested at a time when other agencies with 
the SSJC account may be suffering cuts.  Please preserve funding for the NSF at the level 
requested by the President, and do not allow the NSF portion of the ACI to be depleted by 
competing interests.  Though NSF receives only four percent of the total federal research and 
development budget, it is the bedrock of our scientific strength and provides the basis for 
innovation and development throughout our economy.  

  We respectfully request that you fund NSF at the President's requested level of $6.02 
billion in fiscal year 2007. We cannot afford to shortchange the fundamental sciences on which our 
future and our children's future depend.  

  

Sincerely,  

  

  

 


