Dear Col | eague:
Fund the President's Math & Science Educati on Request

Urge the Appropriators to provide at |east $562.2 Mto strengthen our
math & sci ence educati on prograns

Pl ease join us in signing the attached letter to Chairman Regul a and
Ranki ng Menber Cbey of the Labor, Health and Human Servi ces & Education
subcomittee requesting that they provide at |east $562.2 million in
funding to strengthen mathemati cs and science education at the
Department of Education, as requested in the President's budget.

Jobs of the future will require an understandi ng of the basic principles
and concepts of math and science. Gve our kids a chance - give them
teachers who are trained to teach math and sci ence properly and
understandably. It is critical for our children's and our nation's
future.

For nore information, or if you wish to sign the attached letter, please
contact Rachel Post with Rep. Ehlers (5-3831 or

rachel . post @mi | . house. gov) or Chris Hartmann with Rep. Holt (5-5801 or
chri st opher. hart mann@rai | . house. gov)

Si ncerely,
/SI

Vernon J. Ehlers Rush Hol t Mar k Udal | Judy Biggert
M C. M C. M C. M C.



March X, 2006

Chai rman Ral ph Regul a Ranki ng Menber David Obey

House Conmittee on Appropriations

Subcommittee on Labor, HHS and Educati on

2306 Rayburn House O fice Building 2314 Rayburn House O fice
Washi ngt on, DC 20515 Washi ngton, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Regul a and Ranki ng Menmber Cbey:

As your subconmittee considers its priorities for the fiscal year 2007
appropriations for Labor, Health and Human Servi ces & Education, we
respectfully request that you provide at |least $562.2 mllion in funding
to strengthen mat hematics and sci ence education, as requested in the
Presi dent's budget.

A resoundi ng bi partisan chorus of business | eaders, educators, Nobe

| aureates and other lumnaries has called for inprovements in our
nation's math and sci ence education. For exanple, in Tapping Arerica's
Potential: the Education for Innovation Initiative, 15 prom nent

busi ness organi zations called for doubling the nunber of science,

t echnol ogy, engineering and mat hemati cs graduates with bachelor's
degrees by 2015. In R sing Above the Gathering Storm the Nationa
Acadeny of Sciences recommended "increasing Anerica's talent pool by
vastly inproving K-12 science and math education.™

W were delighted to learn that the President has joined this grow ng
bi parti san chorus. H's budget calls for $380 million, as part of the
Anerican Conpetitiveness Initiative, for proposals to strengthen the
capacity of our schools to inprove el enentary and secondary instruction
in math and science. Additionally, the President's budget requests
$182.2 mllion for the Mathemati cs and Sci ence Partnershi ps. Conbi ned,
the President's request for inproving math and science education totals
$562.2 million. W realize that portions of the American
Conpetitiveness Initiative nmay require authorization |egislation, and,
at this tine, we are not necessarily endorsing the specific provisions
contained within this initiative. However, we respectfully request that
your subconmmittee fund the President's request by allocating at |east
$562.2 mllion toward i nproving math and sci ence educati on

In particular, the Math and Sci ence Partnershi ps provide necessary

pr of essi onal devel opnent, which strengthens the teachers' ability to
effectively teach math and science and strengthens our students' math
and science skills.

Jobs of the future will require an understanding of the basic principles
and concepts of math and science. G ve our kids a chance - give them
teachers who are trained to teach math and science properly and
understandably. It is critical for our children's and our nation's
future.



